
April 23, 2004 
 
 

 
«NAME»«JOB_TITLE» 
«COMPANY» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 
 
 
Re: Construction of New Surface Facilities in Rilda Canyon, PacifiCorp, Deer 

Creek Mine, C/015/0018, Outgoing File 
 
Dear «SALUTATION»: 
 

The Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DOGM) is evaluating a permit 
change application from PacifiCorp which proposes to construct new surface 
facilities in conjunction with the Deer Creek underground coal mine in Rilda Canyon 
on federal coal lease with the surface land managed by the Manti-La Sal National 
Forest.  The evaluation will consist of a review of the permit application for 
completeness and technical adequacy.  DOGM will issue a decision granting, 
requiring modification of, or denying the permit change application.  The Office of 
Surface Mining (OSM) is the responsible agency for recommending approval of a 
federal mining plan modification and is the lead agency for the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) under the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Pursuant to the Utah Cooperative agreement [at 
30 CFR 944.3 Article VI: C. 3. and 30 CFR 740.4 (c) (7)] the OSM has delegated the 
preparation of the EA to DOGM with OSM assistance where appropriate.  The 
Bureau of Land Management and the Manti-La Sal National Forest are cooperating 
agencies in conducting the NEPA process.  The Manti-La Sal National Forest would 
be the lead agency for issuing any required road easements. 
 

The proposed facilities may include construction of a ventilation fan, portal 
facilities, office, bathhouse, parking lot, and staging areas.  No coal handling 
facilities are proposed.  The existing County Road in Rilda Canyon would be 
relocated to bypass the mine facilities and provide unimpeded access to water 
developments, other mine facilities, and National Forest System trails west of the 
planned facilities.  Total surface disturbance would be approximately 10 acres that 
could include temporarily diverting Rilda Creek beneath the facilities through a 
1,200-foot culvert.  This proposed action is located in Rilda Canyon (Section 28, T. 
16 S., R. 7 E, SLM, Emery County, Utah). 
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The public is invited to comment on the proposed project. Comments may be 

submitted during a public Open House to be held at the Huntington Town Hall, 40 
North Main, Huntington, Utah, on May 12, 2004 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., as well 
as during the comment periods discussed below.  Comments or requests for 
information may be sent to Luci Malin, at the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining, 
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210, P.O. Box 145801, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84114-5801, FAX (801) 359-3940, phone (801) 538-5323, or by email at 
luciamalin@utah.gov. 

 
Comments will be accepted until June 1, 2004.  Comments may also be 

delivered to the DOGM during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, excluding Federal and State holidays. 
 

Regarding any necessary modifications to the Forest Service road easement, 
only those who submit timely and substantive comments will be accepted as 
appellants. Each individual or representative from each organization submitting 
substantive comments must either sign the comments or verify identity upon request.  
Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses, 
will be considered part of the public record.  Comments must include the supporting 
reasons and documentation that the commenter believes the Responsible Official 
should consider in reaching her decision.  Comments should include the information 
required pursuant to 36 CFR 215.6(a) (3), as published in the Federal register on 
June 4, 2003.  Comments or requests for information regarding the road easement 
may be sent to Alice Carlton, the responsible official for any road easement decision, 
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National Forest (attn: Carter Reed), 599 West Price 
River Drive, Price, Utah 84501, Phone (435) 636-3547, FAX (435) 637-4940.  The 
comment period for the proposed road modification will end 30 days after 
publication in the Sun Advocate. 

 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Lucia Malin 
 Environmental Scientist  
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